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Tuesday, March 21, 2023

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 22 years of service by Coco-
nut Creek Commissioner, Becky Tooley.

Born in 1948 in Newark, Ohio, Mayor
Tooley has a long history of service to the
community of Coconut Creek. Before her elec-
tion to the Coconut Creek City Commission,
she served on the City’s Environmental Board
and the Planning and Zoning Board.

Her public service continues beyond city
government, mentoring the youth of Coconut
Creek at the Atlantic Technical Center and
Coconut Creek High School. She also serves
on the Boards of numerous community organi-
zations, including the Coconut Creek Woman's
Club, Alzheimer's Family Center Board of
Trustees, Northwest Medical Center, Coconut
Creek Democratic Club, the American Legion
Auxiliary Unit 157, and the board of the
Broward League of Cities.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me in rec-
ognizing Mayor Becky Tooley for her out-
standing service to the people of Coconut
Creek in Florida’s 23rd Congressional District.

———

HONORING AIYANNA ZAKIA SAND-
ERS—A CELEBRATED SCHOLAR

HON. SYDNEY KAMLAGER-DOVE

OF CALIFORNIA
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Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
during Women’s History Month to celebrate an
incredible woman from California’s 37th Con-
gressional District, Aiyanna Zakia Sanders.
Aiyanna was born in Los Angeles, California,
in 1997. In just 25 years she has made incred-
ible strides. In 2015, Aiyanna was an honored
graduate from the Los Angeles Center for En-
riched Studies High School; In 2019, she
graduated from Emory University with a Bach-
elor's Degree in Political Science and African
American Studies. Recently, in 2022, she and
her family celebrated her graduation from the
prestigious Harvard Law School.

While pursuing her rigorous education,
Aiyanna went the extra mile to serve her com-
munity. While at Emory University, she was a
member of the local NAACP chapter, the
Head Step-Mistress of Ngambika, Co-founder
and President of the Black Pre-Law Society,
and a member of Black Mental Health Ambas-
sadors. Proudly, Aiyanna also became a
member of the illustrious Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. while at Emory. While studying
law at Harvard University, Aiyanna was the
Secretary of the Black Law Student’s Associa-
tion and an editor of the Black Letter Law
Journal. Her many extracurricular activities
and roles demonstrate her immense talent and
leadership capabilities.

In addition to her extensive leadership,
Aiyanna has earned numerous awards for her
commitment to public service. She was award-
ed the Dr. Herman L. Reese Community Serv-
ice Award, the Delta Research and Edu-
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cational Foundation Golden Anniversary
Award, and the 2018 NAACP Peoples Award.
In 2019 she was honored as a California
Change Lawyers Scholar and received the
Graduating Woman of Excellence Award. Mr.
Speaker, | am honored to recognize the
achievements and dedication of this incredible
woman.

Beyond her academics, Aiyanna is a cher-
ished daughter, granddaughter, and friend.
Her parents, Mr. Aaron L. and Mrs. Chawn B.
Sanders, her grandparents, Mr. Clifton Byron
Ray, Ill and Mrs. Willa Ray, and countless
friends and sisters have rooted for her along
the way. | stand here today, proud. When we
talk about representation, this is what we
mean. Aiyanna is a trailblazer, an inspiration,
and a role model for many. | thank her for all
she has done and look forward to what she
will accomplish.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the Penngrove Social
Firemen and the 100th anniversary of the
opening of the Penngrove Social Welfare Club
House.

The Penngrove Social Welfare Club was es-
tablished in 1919 by a group of women from
Penngrove, California, who were holding
monthly social meetings at their homes. They
held dances and card games at other halls in
the area, but needed a place of their own to
serve their community. The Penngrove Social
Welfare Club and the Penngrove community
pitched in to donate their time, money, and
energy to construct the Penngrove Community
Clubhouse where a Grand Opening was held
on March 10, 1923. One month later they
hosted the club’s first public dance, charging a
50 and 75 cent admission fee.

In 1929, the Penngrove Social Welfare Club
donated a parcel of land to build the much-
needed firehouse for the Penngrove Volunteer
Fire Department. More than two decades later,
the fire department purchased four acres of
land to develop the Penngrove Community
Park. At this time the Penngrove Social Fire-
men were formed. In 1963, the Penngrove So-
cial Welfare Club sold the clubhouse to the
Penngrove Social Firemen. Since then, the
clubhouse has served as a meeting place for
folk dancers, Finnish community members, 4-
H meetings, voting, and fundraiser dinners. In
1976, the Penngrove Parade was established
by the Social Firemen to honor the country’s
Bicentennial and the parade has continued to
be held ever since. Community members have
fond memories of their elementary school
graduations and Christmas pageants in the
grand building on the corner of Woodward and
Oak Streets.

From its humble beginnings the Penngrove
Social Firemen has been an entirely self-fund-
ed, non-profit organization. The dedicated
team of directors, officers, and members vol-
unteer their time to maintain the clubhouse
and the community park with an emphasis on
supporting the community. The Firemen sup-
port many beloved community organizations
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such as Penngrove School, Rancho Adobe
Fire District, Petaluma Little League, Boys and
Girls Scouts, Christmas for Kids, Penngrove 4-
H, and Petaluma FFA.

Mr. Speaker, it is evident that the
Penngrove Social Firemen have devoted
themselves to serving our community. There-
fore, it is fitting and proper that we honor them
here today.

———

CELEBRATING JOHN GIBBONS’
SERVICE AS A VOLUNTEER FIRE-
FIGHTER FOR THE BELLEROSE
FIRE DEPARTMENT
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 21, 2023

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the heroic accomplishments and ca-
reer of John Gibbons.

A lifelong resident of Nassau County, Mr.
Gibbons grew up in the Floral Park Bellerose
community, graduating from  Archbishop
Molloy High School. He then moved to
Bellerose Village in 2001. Mr. Gibbons is a
family man, raising 4 kids: Anthony, Olivia,
Katherine, and Elizabeth. In June, Mr. Gib-
bons will celebrate 30 years of marriage with
his wife, Lori. On top of being a decorated fire-
man, John has worked in the banking and fi-
nance industries for nearly 3 decades.

John Gibbons has been a member of the
Bellerose Volunteer Fire Department for 21
years on Long Island. John has risen through
the ranks throughout his time there, holding
many different positions because of his char-
acter and dedication to serving his community.

Mr. Gibbons has held both corporate officer
positions and Firematic officer positions. Dur-
ing his time in the corporate office of the
Bellerose Fire Department, Mr. Gibbons held
the positions of Secretary, Treasurer, and Vice
President. While working as a Firematic offi-
cer, Mr. Gibbons served in all Firematic officer
positions: 1st Lieutenant, 2nd Lieutenant, Cap-
tain, Deputy Chief, and is now serving as
Chief of the Department.

While bravely serving the Bellerose commu-
nity, Mr. Gibbons managed different programs
and initiatives vital to the Department. While
Mr. Gibbons was a Captain, John organized,
supervised, and conducted 40 fire drills within
a year. These drills incorporated all phases of
firefighter training, preparing each firefighter
for the next incident. As Chief of the Depart-
ment, John is Incident Commander for all Fire
Emergencies; in addition, John is the Incident
Commander for 4 weeks of training at the
Nassau County Fire Academy for Bellerose
firefighters.

As an Ex-Chief of the Island Park Fire De-
partment, | understand the importance of Mr.
Gibbons’ contributions to the Bellerose Fire
Department and the surrounding community.
John’s long career is inspiring to other fire-
fighters and his neighbors, but more impor-
tantly, John embodies the characteristics of an
excellent fireman.

On behalf of New York’s 4th District, | am
esteemed to recognize his astounding career
and his brave service as a firefighter. | wish
John a bright, healthy, and exciting future.
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